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Editors Notes  

It seems its already that time of the year again, so for those who celebrate it, I hope you 

and your family have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I know our family will 

enjoy this year as we have a special treat. Weôre going home to celebrate the season with 

my family. A very rare but enjoyable occasion!  

Sadly, I have to announce that I will not be publishing the MSB Journal on the monthly ba-

sis that you are used to receiving it on. Due to time constraints, professional and other 

commitments it seems I do not have the same amount of time to commit to putting them 

together. That is not to say that I will stop publishing it all together. For now, I will try to 

put out an issue every other month and see how that goes until such a time when I am 

able to devote more time to working on it. So, for the next little while please bear with me.  
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Marooned  
By Gene Bodnar  

Marooning is the act of abandoning some-

one on an uninhabited island, usually with 

very little food, a container of water, and a 

loaded pistol.  The outcome of marooning 

was usually fatal, because the marooned 

person either starved to death or died of 

thirst, or saved himself from this fate by 

committing suicide with the pistol.  Ma-

rooning was undoubtedly the most dreaded 

of all punishments, because it almost al-

ways guaranteed a slow, cruel death.  

There was little chance of escape.  The skin 

would blister under the hot sun.  At high 

tide, the water would be up to his neck, if 

he didnôt drown or get eaten by the sharks 

before then.  

The term ñmaroonò probably originates 

from the Spanish ñcimarron,ò which means 

ñwild.ò  The first appearance of the word in 

writing occurs in 1709, but here it is de-

rived from a fugitive slave.  The act of ma-

rooning was a common form of punishment 

several years before the word appeared in 

print.  

The chief practitioners of marooning were 

pirates of the 17 th  and 18 th  centuries.  In 

fact, in those times, pirates were fre-

quently called marooners.  Captain Bar-

tholomew Roberts, a typical pirate, com-

piled written articles that specified maroon-

ing as a punishment for cheating oneôs fel-

low pirates.  Many other pirate captains 

marooned a crew member for such of-

fenses as stealing from crew members, 

abandoning oneôs post during battle, and 

several other lesser offenses.  Of course, 

no pirate captain was assured that he 

would remain in command of his own ship, 

because his crew voted him to be captain, 

and they could just as easily vote him out, 

and they could also vote to maroon him, 

and this was indeed the fate of many pirate 

captains.  

Some men actually survived marooning.  

In one recorded instance, another pirate 

rescued a marooned man who was then 

forced to join the new crew of pirates.  If a 

merchant vessel performed the rescue, it 

would usually assume the manôs guilt and 

turn him over to the authorities to stand 

trial.  This happened to Charles Vane, a 

pirate captain in 1720.  He was taken to 

Port Royal, found guilty, and hanged.  Such 

is fate.  

Probably the most famous example of ma-

rooning was that of Alexander Selkirk, who 

specifically requested to be put ashore, not 

as punishment, but because he had too 

many disagreements with his captain.  He 

thought others would join him, but he was 

marooned alone, living the next four and a 

half years on Mas a Tierra, an island off the 

Chilean coast.  Selkirk had plenty of food 

and water, so he was able to survive, and 

he was eventually rescued by Woodes 
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Rogers in 1709.  Later, Richard Steele, an 

essayist, published Selkirkôs story, which 

was soon immortalized by Daniel Defoe in 

his most famous book, ñTreasure Island.ò 

Another famous episode of marooning oc-

curred in 1718 when mutineers seized Cap-

tain William Greenway for refusing to turn 

pirate.  The mutineers landed him and 

seven of his supporters on an uninhabited 

island in the Bahamas without food, water, 

or clothing.  The mutineers returned later 

and transferred them to a captured sloop 

anchored a mile from shore, leaving them 

again without food and facing death.  

Greenway managed to swim ashore and 

built a raft, and then returned to his men 

with food.  The mutineers returned on two 

more occasions, first to leave supplies and 

then to burn the shelter built by the ma-

rooned crew.  Eventually, the Spaniards 

captured the mutineers and conducted a 

rescue of Greenway and his men.  

Today, some folks think it might be roman-

tic to live on a deserted island, but those 

folks obviously do not realize that to be 

alone on a deserted island surrounded by 

salt water was a terrifying way to die. Ò 
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The Empress of Ireland, a twin screw 

steamer, rival to the Titanic, was built by 

the Canadian Pacific Railway. It had five 

passenger decks, a boat deck, ballrooms 

and bars and staterooms with all the com-

forts of home.  

Last Voyage The Empress had boarded 

nearly 1,500 passengers and crew before 

setting sail from Quebec City at 4:30 pm, 

May 28, 1914. There was a Salvation Army 

band on board. As tugs nosed the Empress 

into the St. Lawrence river, the band 

played O'Canada , then it struck up a 

rendition of Auld Lang Syne, followed by a 

hymn --  "God be with you 'til we meet 

again."  

Henry kendall her captain, a reserved and 

somewhat serious man, had many Atlantic 

crossings under his belt. Kendall was also a 

hard man and a demanding captain who for 

several months had borne the weight of a 

murderer's curse on himself and his ship. 

During the previous voyage, Kendall had 

been responsible for the arrest of a passen-

ger, the notorious Dr. Thomas Crippen, 

wanted in London for murder. Crippen 

cursed Kendall and his ship for having him 

arrested. Crippen promised that when he 

got to hell, he would pull Captain Kendall 

and his ship down with him.  

By midnight on the 28th, the air began to 

cool. Fog banks drifted up river. The Em-

press sailed from one fog bank into an-

other. From the bridge, Captain Kendall 

could see the shore line one moment and 

not the next.  

By 1:00 AM, most of the passengers and 

those crew not on watch had turned in for 

the night. Captain Kendall was still on the 

bridge when the Empress cleared Ramouski 

and approached the spit of land called 

"Father Point". And he was still on the 

bridge at about 2:00 am to see the bow 

lights on a ship that was steaming up river.  

The ship was about six miles ahead and 

three or four points off the Empress' star-

board bow. Captain Kendall also saw the 

thick fog rolling off the southern shore. He 

ordered the Empress to go full astern and 

sounded three short blasts as a warning to 

the on -coming ship. It was then he lost the 

lights of that ship in the fog.  

The on -coming ship, the Storstad, cap-

tained by Thomas Anderson, a Norwegian 

freighter, was running deep in the water 

with a heavy load of coal. The captain was 

not on the bridge that night. He was still in 

bed when the Storstad entered the fog 

The Empress of Ireland  
From the Files of ShipWreck Central  
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bank off Father Point and blew a long blast 

on the horn to answer the signal from the 

Empress of Ireland.  

The Storstad was now 100 feet away and 

bearing down on the Empress. Captain 

Kendall ordered the Empress hard aport. 

The Storstad gave three short blasts, the 

last lost in the grinding crash as the two 

ships hit.  

The Storstad cut 18 feet into the starboard 

side of the Empress of Ireland. Captain 

Kendall shouted for the Storstad to keep 

full ahead in order to fill the hole she had 

made. Instead, the Norwegian freighter 

backed away, leaving a gaping hole in the 

starboard side of the Empress.  

After the collision, the empress filled and 

listed. Captain Kendall ordered his first offi-

cer to prepare the lifeboats. Then he ran 

the Empress full ahead in a desperate at-

tempt to ground her in order to save pas-

sengers and ship. But by this time the wa-

ter had flooded the engine room and the 

engines stopped. It funneled into state-

rooms, drowning many before they could 

climb from their beds. The ship sank in 14 

minutes.  

The Storstad's 

crew had life-

b o a t s  a n d 

pulled passen-

gers from in 

the water al-

most at once. 

They saved 

dozens. Crew 

from the Em-

p res s  who 

were lucky 

en ou gh  to 

climb from the 

lower decks 

manned their 

own lifeboats. They saved dozens more. 

Two other ships responded to the s.o.s., 

the Eureka, a tugboat, and the Lady Eve-

lyn, a government ship. Between them 

they pulled nearly a hundred people from 

the dark water of the St. Lawrence. By 

dawn, the tiny village of Rimouski had it s 

wharves and warehouses crowded with 462 

survivors. Ò 

 

View dive footage of the wreck of  

the Empress of Ireland at:  

www.shipwreckcentral.com  

  

http://www.shipwreckcentral.com
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The RNLB Helen Wycherly  

An ongoing project by Mike Pendlebury  

We are now moving on to the smaller details on the deck. These consist of the cowl venti-

lators, sampson posts and of course the stanchions around the edge of the deck.   
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The anchor fitting has also been added along with the step back in the stanchions.   

All the side chains were then added as well 

as the outer ends of the scuppers along the 

hull sides.  

The grab lines along the hull have also been 

added.   

The portholes in the superstructure have also been fitted after reaming the holes to size.   


